THE AGE  OF REASON
constables; then one of the sheriffs in a coach and six,
with the horses decorated with ribbons; after that came
Lord Ferrers, in his own coach and six, with his coachman
on the box, and dragoons riding on either side; the
procession was terminated by two more coaches and a
detachment of Household Cavalry. Ferrers displayed
the utmost unconcern, and showed himself freely to
the crowds that lined the route, for, as he put it to the
sheriff who was in the carriage with him, "they never
saw a lord hanged, and perhaps will never see another".
The scaffold was hung with black, and under the gallows
instead of the usual cart, was a platform, which was to be
struck from under the condemned man. Unfortunately
for Ferrers, this contrivance did not work properly,
since his toes touched it; however, the executioners got
hold of his legs as they were dangling, and by pulling on
them put him out of his misery in a few minutes. After
that the sheriffs started eating and drinking on the
scaffold while the corpse was hanging over their heads,
and even helped one of their friends up to join them.
When they had finished, the procession re-formed, and
the body was taken to Surgeons5 Hall to be dissected,
while at Tyburn there was a free fight for souvenirs in
the shape of the rope and the black cloth.1
If authority allowed the poor to gloat over the execu-
tion of a nobleman, it could be hard enough on them at
other times. One night in July 1742 a party of drunken
constables took it into their heads to put into execution
the law against disorderly persons, and proceeded to
arrest every woman they met, until they had collected
between twenty and thirty. They then put them into
1 Lady Ferrers afterwards married Lord Frederick Campbell, and was un-
fortunately burned to death.
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